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A SUBURBAN RAILWAY STATION 


CLASS B PROJET V 


A new railroad station is required in a large and pros- 
perous suburb of a great metropolis. A large proportion 
of the people using the station are commuters. 

The railroad is a four-track line elevated on an embank- 
ment 16 feet above the street level. There is ample space 
at one side of the tracks for the proposed building and its 
plaza. Parking space should be arranged for at least 150 
automobiles. 

The station will consist of a main waiting room, fifty by 
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JURY OF AWARD DONALD A. FLETCHER 


FREDERICK G.FROST, JR. 


CERALD HOLMES 


CRITIQUE 


The program calls for the design of a Suburban Railway 
Station with elevated tracks, located in a large suburb of 
a great metropolis. 

In a station of this type where the tracks are some sixteen 
feet above the street level, the station floor should be raised 
to a minimum passenger head room under the tracks in 
order to shorten the climb to the passenger platforms as 
much as possible. 

In this instance the station and concourse under the 
tracks should preferably be raised about five feet above 
the street level. 

With ample Plaza space an incline of five feet from the 
street up to the station floor could readily be handled on 
an easy grade, thus giving the station an imposing setting, 
also reducing its height correspondingly. This arrange- 
ment, moreover, makes possible the use of ramps to plat- 
forms. 

The Railway service, train access, tickets and checking 
should be arranged on a continuous line of passenger travel 
at minimum distances, avoiding retracing of steps, and 
the passing through seating or concession spaces. The 
Ticket Lobby should also be recessed slightly from the 
travel lane. 

The concessions should be placed so as to be readily 
seen and accessible from the line of travel but so as not to 
create any interference with the free travel to and from 
the trains. 

The waiting, retiring and toilet rooms should be placed 


to the side of and entirely out of the direct line of travel. 


Present day passenger coaches are of the vestibule type 
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eighty feet, with necessary vestibules, ticket booths, station 
master’s office, concession stands, lunch counter, tele- 
phones, bootblack stand, men’s and women’s rooms and 
toilets. There will be a baggage room and parcel room 
combined, and space for railway express and mail, with 
appropriate truck platforms. 

Stairs shall lead to train platforms which will be roofed 
over and provided with small shelters for use in bad 
weather. There will be an elevator for baggage and express. 
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so that the pasesnger platforms should be level with car 
floors; avoiding danger from accidents, as well as expedit- 
ing the loading and unloading of passengers, baggage, mail 
and express matter. 

With a four track railroad the usual operating arrange- 
ment is to reserve two center tracks for through express 
service with two outer tracks for local and suburban ser- 
vice, the passenger platforms should generally be placed 
one on each side of the four track roadbed. This arrange- 
ment avoids the spreading of the tracks which would be re- 
quired for two island platforms eliminating track curves 
and saving roadbed cost. Separate baggage platforms as 
shown in some of the submissions are not practical for 
suburban stations. 

In a suburban station ample parking spaces should be 
provided on each side of the tracks with the larger space 
on the “from the city side” so that commuters’ cars, taxies 
or other conveyances may have ample room for a fast get- 
away during the evening or homeward-bound rush hour. 

The plan should also provide for cars approaching the 
passenger concourse on both sides to the nearest possible 
point to minimize time from auto to train. On the “to the 
city” side special study should be given the plan to avoid 
a single long line of arriving cars which compels the 
commuter to walk or run any considerable distance for 
his train. 

The designs submitted generally fail to meet the basic 
requirements as above outlined. They present unneces- 
sarily imposing building structures with a four track stop, 
a through station layout including express, such as would 
be required for a fair-sized city station and not suitable 


CLASS A PROJET V 


State College, Y. Y. Zoo of Philadelphia, Pa. They at least 


A nationally known manufacturing company proposes to 
erect a warehouse in the suburbs of a large city where 


material shipped from the main plant can be stored and © 


then distributed to local dealers. 

The company produces elevator machinery and the 
warehouse stock will range from small parts for replace- 
ment purposes to large units which, arriving directly by 
rail can be brought into the building, checked, stored, and 
so placed that distribution can be easily effected. 

The owners have selected a plot 200 x 300 feet, the long 
side adjoining a branch line of a railroad, the other three 
sides facing on streets. The building requires maximum 
loading platform on the railroad side and sufficient truck- 
ing space inside of the building to permit rapid movement 
of goods to the street that runs parallel to the tracks from 
which most deliveries will be made. The side streets are of 
sufficient width to permit of additional shipping facilities 
should the designer so desire. 

The following elements are to be located on the first floor: 


A. Management office of approximately 2,000 square 
feet. 
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CRITIQUE 


The jury on the Warehouse problem had an interesting 


discussion before the drawings were examined, for the 
jury was interested in understanding the program and the 


solution seemed to indicate so clearly what the program 


The awards were distributed as collowes ; 
jas No Award 
5 Hors Concours 


3 First Mention 
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21 Half Mention 
Total Submitted 53 
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B. A display room of approximately 2,000 square 
feet. 


C. Show windows facing the street or streets should 
present an interesting display of company prod- 
ucts. 


D. Toilet facilities for office employees, salesmen, etc. 


To service the building properly, elevators of adequate 
size will be required and they shall be so located that there 
will be the minimum of handling. 

There shall be four floors above the ground floor, used 
for warehouse purposes entirely, and it is understood that 
necessary exit facilities in the way of enclosed stairs, must 
be provided, plus toilet facilities on each floor for a small 
number of employees. 

Floor heights are: First floor—16 feet, floor to floor; 
second and above, 12 feet, floor to floor. 

The owners, while not expressing a definite preference 
for materials, wish to have a dignified, simple though at- 
tractive building. The name of the concern should be dis- 
played prominently. 
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called for—an attractive building intended for warehouse 
use, where material arriving by rail could be transshipped 
or stored so that eventual handling would be as direct 
as possible. 


ia sndlia! “Whether ‘the Siriginal esquisses 
ed ‘studies to be so developed, or whether the 
ents were not aware that an orderly disposition of 
service is all-important, is beside the point. 

It is perhaps true that students have not had an oppor- 
tunity to study industrial buildings and learn that the 
secret of a successful plan lies in as definite an organization 
of service as the machinery handled in the building de- 
mands expert planning. One cannot imagine an elevator 
that is designed on a whimsical or purely aesthetic basis. 
Its parts correlate, work and produce results. The students 
were, of course, aware of the general subject matter, but 
too often, it appears, they will not realize how vital 
it is to understand the purpose of the structure they are 
planning. 

The problem, obviously, did not call for a huge display 
area as some drawings indicated. The very location as evi- 
denced by its proximity to the railroad and the heavy 
traffic suggested, would imply that this display was second- 
ary. Quite a few problems indicated buildings without 
windows. This theory can be accepted if one assumes that 
the owners will agree to consider ventilation, air condition- 
ing and electric illumination as necessary. It would appear 
more reasonable to plan the services, elevators, stairs, 
toilets and a good deal of stock space in the center of the 
structure and present lighted areas where material might 
be assembled, examined, checked or packed. 

Some students quite properly conceived of the elevator, 
itself, as an interesting display feature. In none of the 
problems presented, however, were other features sufhi- 
ciently developed to warrant particular commendation. 
In one, in particular, it was necessary to look some twenty 
feet above the sidewalk to see the actual show room level. 
This is asking too much of a passerby or even a customer. 

One interesting detail was the fact that so few competi- 
tors appeared to realize what normal stairs in a modern 
building consist of. In most cities of the country, stairs 
are required by code to be enclosed and so planned that 
they can exit to the street. There are other technical re- 
quirements to be sure—distance from any given point on 


these elements, which some day they will be using. 

The premiated designs, sifted out, after a series of care- 
ful examinations by various juries, did satisfy many of 
the requirements of the program. The placing of services, 
shipping facilities and general utilities, was good and the 
design of the buildings reasonable and interesting. It is no 
longer a matter for discussion that an industrial building 
can be attractive—whatever its size or purpose, and that 


pleasant proportion, agreeable handling of masses, accents _ 


where they are needed, can produce a beautiful result and 
one that an industrialist anxious to capitalize on the success 
of his venture, looks upon with pride. 

This variety of exercise is valuable, we believe, for it 
brings the student near to the type of structure that so often 
has no benefit of architecture. There are problems of con- 
struction, also, where one finds competitors indicating 
spans of such enormous length that huge girders would 
be necessary. A structural engineer would indicate very 
promptly how extravagant and useless this would be. 
There are also signs to be considered—part of the modern 
building and as important as a cartouche of an older period 
that advertised family ownership. Proper signs and let- 
tering cannot be mere excrescences to be placed later when 
the architect has failed to arrange for them. 

In this review, the writer does not propose to discuss 
the better projets in detail. It would be necessary to ex- 
plain why, in Mr. Wehrle’s work, he sacrificed some of 
his area to obtain less of a square block, why again one 
individual had much glass and another little. These details 
are not important. The dominant fact was that these de- 
signs were the most logical in plan, pleasant in mass and 
finally, successful as to detail. ; 

The awards were distributed as follows: 

1 First Medal 13 Half Mention 

3 Second Medal 6 No Award 

8 Mention 2 Hors Concours 
Total Submitted 33 


pe 
with sizes, Warancene Aer the tas character. of 


m= i 


eS a eee 


k 


ASNOHAUVA V-A LALOUd V SSVIO 


ATYMHAA ‘A —- TVHAAW LSUIA 


1937 


. 


OCTOBER 


THE BULLETIN OF THE BEAUX ARTS INSTITUTE OF DESIGN 


SEC Tieg- | PERSPECTIVE: 


SECOND MEDAL —T.B. BENEDICT 


Eta 


== A WAREHOUSE FOR - THE STORAGE OF  .EBLEVATOR MACHINERY os ae 


SECOND MEDAL —J.S.UNGER 


CLASS A PROJET V-A WAREHOUSE 


OCTOBER: 1937 


THE BULLETIN OF THE BEAUX ARTS INSTITUTE OF DESIGN 


THE BULLETIN OF THE BEAUX ARTS INSTITUTE OF DESIGN 


EO CR dee whem 


SECOND MEDAL—A.C. WARNER 


CLASS A PROJET V—-A WAREHOUSE 


Pron ot Lowte Levet = 
@ Plan of Upope tever 


DPoseneee  COMOUA DE 


cae | 
b, ee ee 


Poivate 


cans f TAA . iy 
> ie » “od 


FIRST MENTION —Y. Y. ZOO 


CLASS B PROJET V-A SUBURBAN RAILWAY STATION 


OCTOBER 1937 


12 


ZA /JUBRURBAN BAIMWAY* 7 TATION 


Vii Soa | 


FIRST MENTION—E.H. STRUNK 


—————7~ 
IES at 2 Korner . ~ —_——A~S z . |! 
SY 
S—_—— 
Pughle pen adi Se Ste ee + ° ew e. ° . . 
SSE Se —— cane Ny, N % 
re == = Se e. 3S NSO SS ‘ 
—A aay 
4 SS) eS 


EN | tage] Severe | 


rare” pees 
% 
Se a An, 
a 
feo SP eee 
wy 5 = 
| a 
U | eS AAS \ ® 
ff f hay 
x = mt oy <7 A f 1 
CO seein aw 
. 5 


MERE, mee 


FIRST MENTION —B. B. HYDE 


CLASS B PROJET V-A SUBURBAN RAILWAY STATION 


THE BULLETIN OF THE BEAUX ARTS INSTITUTE OF DESTECH 


OCTOBER: 1937 


ek oask UNION 
ican UNIVERSITY — 

_ JOHN HERRON ART INSTITUTE 

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF DESIGN 
OHLMS SCHOOL OF-FINE ARTS 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 


AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE OF TEXAS 

ARMOUR INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

CARNEGIE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA 

CHICAGO TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

CLEVELAND SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE OF WESTERN 
RESERVE UNIVERSITY 


lias ee DREXEL EVENING INSTITUTE 

eh ae < GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
lp ee tetas GEORGIA SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY 
me rigth sR ee JOHN HUNTINGTON POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
eee . KANSAS STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND 
pee) APPLIED SCIENCE 
wy tease Ate MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
ary, eta ae NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 

Se) 2 el aT SV ae OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

= a OKLAHOMA AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLECE 
wih aie, PENNSYLVANIA STATE COLLEGE 
yes PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

er vee ee SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY 

Ae ah ael ee, TULANE UNIVERSITY 
ms ae Rea UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

cee aoa 1. oe eee UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME 
a eed PAN ec hg UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
, ; UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 
oA Gates WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 


sat Me ee 
; 


_-—————s« SOCIETY OF BEAUX ARTS ARCHITECTS 
ete ee “NATIONAL SCULPTURE SOCIETY 

toeaeaiyes? _ SOCIETY OF MURAL PAINTERS 
% ART IN TRADES CLUB 
PANE ET EAT SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS 
ICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 
 AMERL Ca. INSTITUTE OF DECORATORS 


My iT eS 
i. Bs 


pegetigretre.- 3S sl cele 
-_ Sn ee = aa 
———— S0cIETIES COOPERATING 


” , . i 
, 4 A , + 
* t 4 2% 
. se ‘ 
_ ¥ ’ Pp 


a) 
> 


